
C H O O S I N G  A  T O P I C
W H A T  D O  Y O U

W A N T  T O  K N O W
O R  F I N D  O U T

M O R E  A B O U T ?

A S S I G N  W O R D S  T O
T H E  M A I N  T O P I C

O F  T H E  A B O V E
S E N T E N C E

W H A T  E L S E  M I G H T
Y O U  L I K E  T O  K N O W

A B O U T  T H I S  T O P I C ?

T H I N K  O F  A T  L E A S T
T W O  ( 2 )  S Y N O N Y M S
F O R  Y O U R  W O R D ( S )

I want to know: 



C H O O S I N G  A  T O P I C
C O U L D  Y O U

N A R R O W  T H I S
T O P I C  B Y  T H E

F O L L O W I N G ,
A M O N G  O T H E R S ?

C O M P O S E  A
P O S S I B L E  R E S E A R C H

Q U E S T I O N  U S I N G
W H A T  Y O U ' V E

L E A R N E D  S O  F A R

W R I T E  Y O U R  
I D E A S  
H E R E

R E - W O R K  Y O U R
R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N

I N T O  B I T S  A
D A T A B A S E  C O U L D

W O R K  W I T H

Place: 
Time period: 
People:

[main topic or synonym] AND [supporting idea or synonym]
This narrows your search.
[main topic or synonym] OR [supporting idea or synonym]
This expands your search.



C H O O S I N G  A  T O P I C
C H O O S E  A
R E S E A R C H

P L A T F O R M ,  L I K E
P R I M O  O R

D A T A B A S E S  A - Z

T R Y  V A R I O U S
C O M B I N A T I O N S  O F

S E A R C H  T E R M S ,
A D J U S T I N G  A S

N E E D E D

F O R  E V E N  M O R E  O N
C H O O S I N G  A  T O P I C ,

G O  H E R E :

F I N D  M U C H  M O R E
H E L P  I N  H A G G E R T Y

H E L P  G U I D E S  O R  O U R
A S K  A  L I B R A R I A N

P A G E

What are your best options?

Can you think of any more?

Start on the library home page!

Seven Steps of Research, from Cornell University
Libraries

Haggerty Library | Mount Mary University

https://mtmary.edu/campuslife/resources/library/index.html
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/sevensteps

