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College or University
Introduction to the Conversation

During the January 2011 all-college workshop, a discussion began about whether we should continue to consider ourselves a college or whether it is time for us to name ourselves a university.  As more colleges have begun to diversify their offerings—for example, by adding graduate programs—such conversations have been the trend, especially in the last ten years. Now that Mount Mary has established seven Master’s degree programs, launched a Doctorate in Art Therapy, and is already ranked in the category of masters level and small universities in the Carnegie higher education ranking--Basic Master's S: Master's Colleges and Universities (smaller programs), the time seems right for us to engage in this conversation.  The Board of Trustees has directed President Eileen Schwalbach to establish a Task Force to gather the views of all the constituencies of the College about this matter.

The Carnegie Classification has been the leading framework for recognizing and describing institutional diversity in US higher education for the past four decades. Here are some of the data that Carnegie has gathered which may help us better understand current thinking regarding differences between a college and a university.
In many instances, a college offers a collection of degrees in one specific area, while a university is a collection of colleges (or schools).  In the US, there is very little difference academically between a “college” and a “university.”  However, the term “community college” ordinarily refers to institutions that offer trade and technical certifications and training as well as the first 2 years of a 4-year program, but they are unable to grant Bachelor’s degrees.  Other countries use “college” to refer to some secondary schools, but “university” is always used to mean an institution of tertiary education. The distinction between college and university is quite clear in Canada:  a university is an education institution that can grant degrees, whereas a college can only grant certificates or diplomas, not degrees.  
The reasons most frequently given for why colleges have changed to universities in the US are the following:
--to more accurately reflect the complexity of the institution’s academic offerings

--to position the institution for national prominence and even international prominence

--to make a stronger more visible role for their graduate programs

--to more effectively recruit students, especially international students

In light of this information, we invite you to engage in the conversation regarding:

What might be positive effects of Mount Mary becoming a university?

What concerns might individuals have about becoming a university?

